As one would expect, many of the studies focus on that stock character of the comedia, the "mujer varonil," or, the masculine woman. It is one of those topics
collective strength resides in their respect for the historical and sociological context of the age in which the dramas they examine were written and performed. Hence, the contributing scholars have been able to present persuasive arguments for their interpretations, which are varied and often opposing. As Dawn L. Smith has written in her introductory essay:
The title of the collection is appropriately ambiguous so as to indicate many possible interpretations: these include the perceptions of women of both male and female writers; society's views of women in sixteenth-and seventeenth-century Spain; and our view of those perceptions as critics living in the twentieth century. 
